
Daily Devotions for the week of 4/12 

Monday: John 20: 1-2  
According to other gospel accounts, other women besides Mary went to the tomb early 
that morning. Why did all four gospel writers choose to have a woman as the first 
witnesses to the resurrection? At this time and place in history, women were not 
allowed to testify in court because their witness was deemed unreliable. How does this 
strengthen the validity of the gospel “Good News” scriptures? 
 
Tuesday: John 20: 3-10 
When John entered the tomb, the scripture tells us that he saw the linens folded on the 
slab and he believed. Yet the very next verse tells us in parenthesis (They still did not 
understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) What do you think 
John believed in at that time, the resurrection or that the body had been removed?  
 
Wednesday: John 20: 11-18 
In Mary’s grief, she had forgotten the promise that Jesus had continually spoken to the 
disciples that he must die but he would rise again. Have you ever found yourself in a 
distressing circumstance, when the sky seemed to come crashing down on you and you 
forgot the promises of God? In her distress as in our distress, Jesus knows us and 
speaks our name. How can this knowledge turn your grief into joy?  
 
Thursday: John 20: 19-23 
Was there ever a time in your life when utter despair turned into utter joy? It is always 
good to remember that in our upper rooms of despair, God will always show up. 
Breathing new life continually into God’s created beings, the same breath that brought 
Adam to life will renew us also.   
 
Friday: John 20: 24-29 
Too often the focus of this passage is on the doubt of Thomas. Thomas’ request was 
merely for what the other’s experienced. Jesus is willing to meet Thomas exactly where 
Thomas need was named. What need can you name that you would like Jesus to fill? 
Name it in prayer, followed by praise of thankfulness in advance of the blessing. 
 
Saturday: John 20: 30-31 
Most who have at least heard the rumors of the resurrection desire the intrusion of 
Jesus to believe. The whole of John 20 is neither about a ghost appearance nor even 
about a doubting disciple. It is to tell of a world when the divine shows up in disaster. It 
is to tell of a world when forgiveness is forever possible. It is to tell of a world when a 
woman’s witness welcomes wonder. It is to tell of a world when life is to know the God 
whose mission is to forgive sins and reconcile communities scattered by disease and 
oppression. There are many stories to be told but these stories confirm Jesus’ identity 
as the one who had the divine prerogatives to give life and exercise God’s rule.    
 
Sunday: Worship online 
 


